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Atlas of the Great Caves of the World is an almanac, encyclopedia, and book of records all under

one cover. It is an invaluable reference book for cave explorers and cave enthusiasts of all levels. 

Contained in its 376 pages are: Descriptions of over 2,000 caves from all over the world. 540 in

America, 310 in Asia, 950 in Europe, 190 in Africa, and 169 others. Maps of 200 caves that are

either more than 700m deep or over 30km long or of special interest. Caves and maps are listed for

118 countries, arranged in descending order of depth and length within that country. Special section

on deep pits with profiles of pits over 300m deep. World's Longest Caves List. World's Deepest

Caves List. Chronology of World Depth Record. Record Cave Dives. Longest Cave Chambers.

Non-limestone Caves. Complete index of all caves.
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"Atlas of the Great Caves of the World combines the best features of an almanac with the coverage

of a special encyclopedia and an easygoing writing style to create a book that is a lot of fun to page

through at the same time that it's chock-full of information . . . . it is also a very good reference book.

The maps alone serve a need which many map libraries have been unable to answer . . . . It very

definitely belongs in all geography and geology libraries." -- James O'Donnell, Geology & Planetary

Science Library, California Institute of Technology"This book is . . . a catalogue of the world's

greatest caves . . . Readers will inevitably feel a twinge of regional or national pridebut beneath it all

there will be a deeper feeling of unity with speleologists throughout the world." --Arthur N. Palmer,

Professor of Geology, State University of New York, Oneonta College



Text: English (translation) Original Language: French

I must have not read the description carefully enough, but just to describe this book, there are no

photos in it at all. It is 100% black and white text and elevation type map drawings of caves. The

information is very detailed and comprehensive, but I really got the wrong idea from the description

and was expecting something more visual. My mistake.

Granted this is an old book, but it seemed a bit threadbare in terms of information. The maps of

large cave systems were fascinating.

Not what I was expecting. It would be beneficial for someone doing research. I thought it would be

more about each of the cave systems with descriptions.

it was a good coffee table book, very nice pictures. little or no data of caves. no maps. it was a little

brief in descriptions. there are much better books out there. also this book is hard cover, not paper

back, a plus.

Fairly encyclopedic--i was expecting more of a coffee table book, but pleasantly surprized by the

breadth and detail. Nice pictures.

This is very detailed and scientific compendium of caves throughout the world. It contains maps

(vertical and horizontal) and lots of geologic information as well as statistics on depth, length, etc.

However it has no images. The picture on the cover is the only one.Not exactly what I was looking

for, but a great reference for geologists and serious cavers.
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